
“YOU AND YOUR HOUSEHOLD” 

WHY FAMILY MINISTRY IS ON OUR FRONT-BURNER IN 2019 

Acts 16 has two beautiful stories of whole families following Jesus.  
Lydia was a God-fearing, non-Jewish businesswoman living on the 
outskirts of the city Philippi.  She and her whole family trusted in 
Jesus after God “opened her heart” to hear the good news that Paul 
was sharing.  The second family, a family of an unnamed prison 
guard, was very different.  He and his whole family trusted in Jesus 
after God opened Paul’s jail cell in the middle of the night! 

These two, very different, families became the first church of 
Europe! Later Paul would write to this church from prison. He rejoices 
in a healthy church and urges them to ‘join in imitating me’ to ‘press 
on to reach the end of the race’ (Philippians 3:14-16). 

Like Paul, we at Red Cedar rejoice in a healthy church—
particularly our family ministry.  Kate Skidmore (deacon of Pre-K to 
12 student ministries) and her team continue to point families at 
various ages and stages toward Jesus.  Meanwhile, the Lord continues 
to bring us more families.  

March 10 
Weekly Communion 
begins. 

April 5-6 
Women’s Retreat 

April 19-21 
Easter Weekend 
 

19: Good Friday 
Service (7pm) 
 

20: Family Easter 
Party (Saturday at 
10am) 
 

21: Easter Breakfast 
and Service (starts 
at 9:45am)
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But we also feel Paul’s burden for hurting 
families, represented within our congregation, 
within the neighborhoods we live in, and 
throughout the Greater Lansing area.  
Speaking of families in Philippi, Paul writes, 
“with tears in our eyes, there are many whose 
conduct shows…they are headed for 
destruction” (Philippians 3:18-19).  

It is these two realities—God’s blessing of 
spiritually hungry families and his compassion 
for families headed for destruction—that compel us to prioritize family ministry by shifting 
Matt Knapp’s role from the more general “Associate Pastor” to the more specific “Pastor 
for Families and Local Mission.”   Matt is eager to build a team of volunteers around him so 
that families are ‘pressing on’ as a Christ-centered community ‘to reach the end of the race.’  
Inevitably, one major way that this ‘pressing on’ will show up is through mission.  We will 
bind together to love our ‘neighbor’ families throughout this city.
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DID YOU KNOW? 
72% of our church family serve on worship-support ministry 
teams that enable Sunday service to happen.  If you’re 
interested and able, we’d love for you to put your hands on 
life and ministry here!  Let us know what you are skilled at/
interested in at redcedarchurch.org/serve. 

Our Worship-Support Teams 
•Worship Service Tech 
•9:30 Nursery 
•9:30 Sunday School for Pre-K to 12th Grade 
•Coffee + Cleanup 
•Worship Service Nursery 
•4-6 Children’s Church  
•7-10’s Children’s Church 
•Building Closers 

And now that we are serving communion every Sunday we could use a few more hands helping 
prepare it. Interested? Please let the church office know: office@redcedarchurch.org 
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